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Independently owned and Henfield’s only family run Funeral Directors

24 hour personal service
Our family caring for 

your family

Tel: 01273 494688
www.henfieldfuneralservices.co.uk

The Old Bell, High Street, Henfield, West Sussex BN5 9HN
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This month of May includes two important Church 
festivals. The first is Ascension Day (this year on 
10th  when, Luke tells us that, having spent 40 
days after his resurrection with his friends, the 
risen Jesus ‘withdrew from them and was carried 
up into heaven’. 
Then, ten days later (on Sunday 20th) Pentecost, 
when the disciples were overwhelmed with, and 
empowered by, the wind and fire of the Holy Spirit 
and discovered that Jesus had not abandoned 
them. Indeed, as he had promised, he was still with 
them in a different way giving them courage and 
hope, wisdom, strength and love as, that very day, 
they began to preach the gospel. Peter’s Pentecost 
sermon led 3000 people to repentance, faith and 
baptism! And their faith, sealed in baptism, led 
to an ongoing commitment. Luke again: ‘They 
devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 
and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers.’ 
This year is the “Year of Prayer” and the days 
between Ascension Day and Pentecost are 
designated the “Week of Prayer”. In St Peter’s 
Henfield from 14th to 18th May we shall be 

THE FRONT COVER

WELCOME

Walking the Labyrinth of Prayer (see p21). There 
will be different prayer activities each day. Do 
come and join us. And why not write a prayer – or 
share a favourite - to be included in our Benefice 
Prayer Book.
This year Pentecost Sunday will be very special 
in the Benefice. On Saturday 19th Harriet will be 
ordained priest and will preside at the Eucharist for 
the first time on the feast of Pentecost. This will be 
a doubly joyful occasion and all are very welcome 
to join us and share our celebrations.
But worship is not just for the festivals. Join us 
any Sunday - as we listen to the teaching, share 
fellowship, break bread and pray to God our 
Father. Come and share the Christian journey in 
our worship and in our daily lives as we meet the 
risen and ascended Jesus and (in the words of St 
Richard of Chichester) seek ‘to know him more 
clearly, love him more dearly and follow him more 
nearly’. God’s loving invitation is for each one of us 
and no RSVP is needed - COME, JUST AS YOU 
ARE. You will be very welcome.

With my love and prayers,
REVD CHRISTINA BENNETT

This month’s cover photograph was taken by Helen Boosey on Palm Sunday.

CELEBRATION!
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2 Stanmore House, High Street
HENFIELD BN5 9JJ

01273 494 577
www.radmalls.co.uk

C&T RADMALL Funeral Service
Family oriented funeral directors of distinction. Serving the local 

community with dignity and respect - 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

- Monumental Masonry

- Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

- Wide range of options

Also with branches in:
Burgess Hill and Horsham
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HOME GROUPS

All are welcome to join one of our Home Groups. 
Share the journey in faith as we talk, study and 
pray together.  
Mon 14 & 21 May | 7.30pm | 17 Gresham Place 
Contact Revd Christina Bennett 01273 492222

Tue 8 & 22 May | 10am | Croft Cottage Nep Town
Contact Richard Oswald 01273 492702

Wed 9 & 23 May | 11.30am | 40 Furners Mead
Contact Michael Davies 01273 492224

Sun 13 May | 12.30pm | The Henfield Haven 

The Community Lunch at the Haven will be on 
Sun 13 May at 12.30 - 2.30pm. Cost £8.50 for two 
courses. Children under 12 eat for free. All are 
welcome. 

Please contact the Church Office 01273 495532 or the 
Haven 01273 494747 to book a meal. 

We look forward to seeing you. 

COMMUNITY LUNCH

CHURCH NEWS

Thu 17 May | 4.15pm | The Haven Cafe
Did you know that there is a support group for 
bereaved people in Henfield?
The group is intended for people who have been 
working through their grief and feel they could 
benefit from social contact with other bereaved 
people. 
Each meeting lasts for one hour, so there is time 
for everyone who feels the need to share thoughts 
and feelings to do so, should they wish. You can 
participate or just sit and listen to others, whichever 
is best for you.
If you are interested in joining the group please phone 
Louise in the Church Office on 01273 495532.

Transport can be arranged if necessary.

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT

Image © Digby Stephenson

REGISTERS

WEDDINGS   “Those whom God has joined together”
 3  Apr   Paul Mackness and Naomi Thomson

FUNERALS “We commend into God’s keeping” 
 9 Mar Cynthia Thomas 80 years                    
 15 Mar Edward Wright 91 years                    
 16 Mar David Ellarby 73 years                    
 20 Mar Gillian Jeal 56 years                    
 27 Mar Father David Maskell 76 years                    
 28 Mar Anthony Adfield 88 years
 29 Mar Roger Clarke 73 years 
 6  Apr   Christopher Welling 78 years
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BRICK LANE  HENFIELD  BN5 9DB  

01273 494732

Looking for your next car?
Let us find the perfect match for you

Pre-loved with low milage, all with the trusted
Coles service & guarantee.

Call: 01273 857520

COLES AUTOMOTIVE
Edburton Henfield, BN5 9LN
COLESAUTOMOTIVE.CO.UK

ALL CARS COME WITH: 
1 YEAR MOT

FULLY SERVICED
FULLY VALETED

1 YEAR WARRANTY

Part exchange welcome
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CHURCH NEWS

HENFIELD EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH
This is a confirmation of the visit of the Rock 
Solid Community Gospel Choir. This will be on 
Sat 12 May in the church at 4pm. For those who 
have attended on a previous visit it is a welcome 
opportunity to hear them again. For those who 
haven’t, why not come along and join us? We 
can guarantee a really special experience. 
Admission is free, tea is provided afterwards and 
a retiring collection is taken in aid of the TEAR 
Fund.
Look out for the monthly Saturday morning cake 
stall during the summer in front of the church. 
These will be held on he second Saturday of the 
month.
We are still receiving gifts for the Brighton and 
Hove City Mission Food Bank in the church foyer 
on Thu, Fri and Sat mornings when the church 
is open. These are really appreciated for the many needy people in the city. As always we welcome 
visitors to all our meetings and services.      J. COLE

PRAYERS FOR OUR PARISHES IN MAY
This month your prayers are asked for all those 
who live in the Furners Mead and Lane area of 
Henfield, specifically for those in the following 
roads and areas. They will be included in the 
intercession prayers throughout our combined 
benefice. Please remember them in your own 
prayers, together with the groups of people listed 
under Daily Life.

Furners Lane / Mead Area
 6  Benson Road and Furners Lane
 13  Holmgarth and Eastern Terrace
 20  Furners Mead
 27  The Daisycroft

Daily Life
 6  Members of the police, fire and ambulance   
  services
 13  All those suffereing stress at work
 20  Those employed in road, tail and transport,   
  including Gatwick Airport
 27  Members of emergency rescue, lifeboats,   
  helicopter and coastguards

PENTECOST PRAYER
Father, thank you for sending Jesus to be one of 
us and to show us how you want us to live. Thank 
you that He chose to live for us and to die for us. 
Thank you that when He returned to you, He didn’t 
leave us to flounder but sent us His Spirit to live 
in us and to equip us to continue the work He had 
begun.
Thank you for that Day of Pentecost when the 
Spirit became freely available to everyone who 
believes in Jesus and is willing to receive Him.
May we be willing Lord, willing and confident that 
whatever challenges life throws at us, we can face 
them and overcome them because you are with 
us and in us. Please fill us afresh daily with your 
Spirit, that we may overflow with your love and 
peace and joy.

In Jesus name, Amen.         DAPHNE KITCHING

PRAYER OF THE MONTH
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CHURCH NEWS
Dear Friends, 
This month we shall celebrate Pentecost, or 
in traditional English nomenclature, Whitsun. 
Pentecost marks the gift of the Holy Spirit to 
Jesus’ disciples and the iconography of flames 
and doves will be seen all over Pentecost pew - 
sheets, orders of service, banners and vestments. 
Another less visible symbol of the Spirit is the 
holy oil blessed by Bishop Martin at the Chrism 
Eucharist. The oil for baptism, for confirmation and 
for anointing the sick is both token and promise of 
the presence of the Spirit. 
Oil shares a number of properties with the Spirit 
of God. Oil marks what it touches, sometimes 
permanently. The work of the Spirit in baptism and 
confirmation marks people indelibly as children of 
God. Baptism is a work with no need of repetition 
but people do sometimes get stuck and fail to 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
This month, Children’s Church will be meeting 
on 13th, 20th and 27th May during the 10am 
service at Henfield Church.  We will be continuing 
to explore the post-Resurrection appearances of 
Jesus through story, wondering.  We then have an 
opportunity to respond to the story through art, role 
play construction and prayer activities. All children 
aged 3 years and over are very welcome to join us.

exhibit that freedom which 
belongs to the children of 
God. It is then the property 
of oil to find its way 
between the cracks and 
joints of what is seized and inflexible just as it is 
the work of the Spirit to set free human beings and, 
having done so, to keep them moving. The Spirit 
lives to set us free to walk in the light. 
Light brings us to another property shared by oil 
and Spirit - the capacity to burn with a flame. It is 
with the indwelling spirit that individuals’ lives are 
set alight to shine with the same love that Jesus 
has for all people. Come, Holy Spirit, set us free 
and give us oil in our lamps to keep us burning with 
the light of Jesus Christ. 
Wishing you a joyful and liberating Pentecost
RT REVD MARK SOWERBY, BISHOP OF HORSHAM

LITTLE FISHES
During April, the Little Fishes have enjoyed sharing 
lots of stories of Jesus, including the first Easter 
Day and the Road to Emmaus.  We have sung 
lots of songs with lots of ‘Alleluias’ to celebrate 
the Risen Lord and coloured in pictures, painted 
and made things to help us remember the story. 
We even recreated the empty tomb in biscuits and 
icing which, of course, was promptly eaten.  In 
May, we will be hearing some stories from earlier 
in Jesus’ life; walking the labyrinth and finding out 
about the birthday of the church!
‘The Little Fishes meet every Friday at 2pm in 
Henfield Church and all children aged 0-4 are very 
welcome to come along.  

For more information, please contact Louise Clark on  
01273 493276
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EASTER CELEBRATIONS

WOODMANCOTE EASTER MONDAY COFFEE MORNING
Despite the rather poor weather a good number of 
people attended the annual Easter Monday Coffee 
Morning at St Peter’s, Woodmancote, purchasing 
items from the various stalls, enjoying a cup of 
coffee and talking to friends old and new. All of 
this was accompanied by Stephen Wyman playing 
a wide selection of tunes on the organ. The total 
amount raised was £508.50.
ROGER MOULTON Photo © Barry Chaston

Palm Sunday in Henfield

Palm Sunday in Henfield Easter decorations at Woodmancote Dawn Eucharist, Easter Day

Easter Day at St Peter’s, Henfield

Easter Day at St Peter’s, Henfield
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CHURCH EVENTS

ST PETER’S CHURCH COFFEE MORNING
Thu 10 May | 10.30 - 11.30am | St Peter’s, Henfield
Proceeds to Hearing Dogs for the Deaf

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK   Sat 13 - 19 May
Join us this month - help us to raise money and 
act for the world’s poorest people. Together, with 
Christian Aid, we’re united in our belief that the 
world can and must be changed. We believe 
that we are each called to love our neighbours 
- every one of our fellow human beings - wildly, 
wholeheatedly and sacrificially. This is our mission 
in Christian Aid. This is the Jesus mission. 
Christian Aid Week was founded more than 60 
years ago by the church, for the church, to fight 
for justice. If you find the distinctive red envelope 
in your letter box, please fill it generously, 
remembering to complete the Gift Aid declaration 
if you can, as that adds 25% to the amount you 

SAVE THE DATE
“ECHOING AIR” CONCERT
Fri 15 Jun | 7pm | St Peter’s Church, Henfield
The Friends of St Peter’s are delighted to 
announce that “Echoing Air”, the internationally 
renowned Baroque music group from the USA, will 
be returning to the UK this June and St Peter’s is 
one of their concert venues.   

Tickets:  £12.50 (to include refreshments) available from 
Village Care or the Ticket Line on 01273 492294.

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK LUNCH
Fri 18 May | Noon to 2pm | Corpus Christi Church Hall
This year’s modest CAW lunch of home made 
soup, with cheese, bread, celery etc. will be on the 
Friday of Christian Aid Week, hosted at Corpus 
Christi by the Convent sisters, with provisions 
masterminded by Maureen Dexter. Please join us 
for food and fellowship, and at the same time help 
to swell the proceeds of this year’s Christian Aid 
Week collection.

GOD’S KINGDOM IS STRONGER THAN STORMS
This is the title of an 11-day devotional for Christian 
Aid Week 2018 and Thy Kingdom Come. Thy 
Kingdom Come is an ecumenical global prayer 
movement throughout the eleven days between 
Ascension Day and Pentecost, and including this 
year’s Christian Aid Week. 

Copies of the booklets with daily reflections and responses 
are available from Jackie and Peter Bates on 01273 493172 
jandpbates@gmail.com

THE FRIENDS OF ST PETER’S HENFIELD AGM
Thu 17 May | 7.30pm | Corpus Christi Church Hall
The AGM will be held on Thu 17 May 2018 in 
Corpus Christi Church Hall, The Tanyard, Henfield 
at 7.30pm followed by refreshments and an 
illustrated talk by the Chairman. We hope many 
members will attend and encourage possible new 
members to join us that evening. All will be most 
welcome. The Friends’ Committee is urgently 
looking for new members! We meet several times 
a year to plan fundraising events, the proceeds 
of which go towards the repair and fabric of 
our ancient parish church. New members on 
the Committee bring new ideas so please don’t 
hesitate to contact me for further information 
together with your nomination by 16th May! 
DIANA HALSEY (SECRETARY) 
01273 757834 or widget@talktalk.net

donate. If you are out when the collector calls, or 
you do not receive a red envelope, your donation 
can be left at Jasmines High Street florists or 
delivered (by hand or post) direct to Jackie and 
Peter Bates at Carselands, Woodmancote BN5 
9SS or your contribution can be sent freepost to 
Christian Aid, PO Box 100, London SE1 7RT.
On Sunday 13 May, at the 10 am Family 
Communion Service at St Peter’s, Henfield the 
special speaker on the work of Christian Aid - will 
be Lyndon Price from Horsham. Lyndon has been 
a volunteer speaker with Christian Aid for the past 
four years, and has also been a CAW organiser. 
JACKIE AND PETER BATES
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ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
Installation l Testing l Certification l PAT Testing l Part P

Jeremy Crawley
Henfield Electrician

01273 492914
07968 335871
Email: jcelectrical@talktalk.net

Complementary therapies including: 
Acupuncture, Massage, 
Reflexology and  
Beauty treatments

To book call Caroline on 
07879 330826 / 01273 494903
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CHURCH EVENTS

COME & WALK THE LABYRINTH
14 - 18 May | St Peter’s Church, Henfield

Mon 14 | 2-4.30pm  Quiet afternoon led by the   
    Revd Canon Tim Schofield

Tue  15 | 1-3pm  School visit 
 | 7-9pm  Walk the Labyrinth by   
  candlelight

Wed 16  | 10.30am  Eucharist
 | 2-4pm  Prayer walk around the   
  twittens 

Thu 17 | 1-3pm  School visit
 | 7.30pm  Eucharist

Fri 18 | 9am-noon  School visit
 | 2-3pm  Little Fishes

The giant floor labyrinth will be open all week for 
you to enjoy – come and take some time out to 
reflect & pray, walk the path, bring your friends & 
family – all are welcome!
• If you would like to come to the quiet 

afternoon on Monday 14th May, please 
reserve a space* this will be a ‘retreat’ style 
afternoon of reflection, prayer & bible study, 
with tea & cake to finish, led by the canon 
precentor, Chichester Cathedral 

• For the prayer walk on Wednesday, please 
meet in St Peter’s Church at 2pm. We will 
be going out into the lanes and twittens of 
Henfield to walk and pray, in a group or on 
your own, returning to church for tea & cake

*For more information or to reserve a space for the quiet 
afternoon, please ring (01273) 495532 or 494378

www.henfield.org

‘I WONDER…’
20-22 August | St Peter’s Church, Henfield
Following the very successful Holiday Club held 
at St Peter’s Church Henfield last summer, ‘I 
wonder…’ will return in 2018. On 20th, 21st and 
22nd August, all primary school age children are 
invited to join our Godly Play circles for three 
mornings of reflective storytelling, art, craft and fun. 
Together we will explore the significance of water in 
both Old and New Testament stories. 
Places will be limited so watch this space for further 
information coming soon.

TUESDAY
Henfield
The Catholic Church Hall,
Tanyard (Off Church 
Lane), Henfield, BN5 9PE

9.30am, 5.30pm or 
7.30pm

Call Jenna 
for more information on 
07894 306481 or feel free 
to just turn up
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Made to measure
Curtains

Roman Blinds
Loose Covers

Cushions
Fabrics + Poles

Call for your complimentary home visit
Henfield 07860 507483 

www.helenpuxleyfurnishings.co.uk
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01273 968384
07896 703473

info@bloxhamconstruction.co.uk
www.bloxhamconstruction.co.uk

“We pride ourselves on the quality 
and finish of every project”

 � Extensions and loft conversions
 � Ground works
 � New and part builds
 � Roofing
 � Landscaping

A family business with over 30 
years professional experience in 
Sussex. For a no obligation free 
quote call Mr Bloxham
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IN MEMORIAM
TONY ADFIELD 1930 - 2018
Tony died peacefully in Worthing Hospital on the 
23rd March - his late wife’s Birthday. Just before 
Christmas, Tony’s health deteriorated, very quickly, 
in many ways. He decided, himself, the time had 
come to move permanently into Upper Mead as 
he had been going there for lunch for the last 
few years and he had enjoyed playing music and 
singing to the occupants. He also became their 
bingo caller.
Tony was born in Brighton and moved to the 
Station House, at Henfield Railway Station, as 
a small boy, and quickly made some very good 
friends, some of whom are still alive but many 
have predeceased him. Later, he and several 
friends formed a Band called “The Melody Makers” 
and they played for the local Dances held in the 
Assembly Rooms almost every week. (I believe 
John Greenfield is the only remaining member still 
alive.)
Tony went to work for British Rail in London and 
stayed with them until he retired, with a short break 
while he did his National Service, and then joined 
the Territorial Army. He took over the role of Parade 
Marshal, in the late 1990s until 2009, for the 
Henfield Remembrance Sunday Parade and took 
great pride in carrying out this duty. At some time 
he became a Freemason and remained a member 
of several different lodges until his death.
He didn’t live in Henfield again until his Parents 
had both died when he and Audrey moved into 
their flat which he had purchased. All this time 
he never lost interest in Henfield and Sussex 
activities, particularly Henfield Cricket Club, County 
Cricket, local football and Sussex FA, all of which 
are indebted to his support. He was secretary, 
treasurer or president of all of these over the years. 

Photo by Amanda Lucas © BN5 magazine

He purchased the digital scoring board for Henfield 
Cricket Club in memory of Audrey.
During the last three years he enjoyed being a 
member of Henfield Theatre Company and was 
encouraged to do as much as physically possible 
to partake in their productions. My lasting memory 
of him will be him sitting in his hospital bed, singing 
the “Ice Cream” song from Anne of Green Gables 
which he sadly never got to sing to the audience 
during the interval.
God Bless - as Tony would always say to you.
ANNE HUBNER
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2018 YEAR OF PRAYER - Celtic prayer

 “After I came to Ireland - every day I had to tend 
the sheep, and many times a day I prayed - the 
love of God and his fear came to me more and 
more, and my faith was strengthened. And my 
spirit was moved so that in a single day I would 
say as many as a hundred prayers, and almost 
as many in the night, and this even when I was 
staying in the woods and on the mountains; I used 
to get up for prayers before daylight, through snow, 
through frost, through rain, and felt no harm, and 
there was no sloth in me - as I now see, because 
the spirit within me was then fervent.”
St Patrick wrote these words as he looked back 
on his life, in particular the period when, as a 
young man, he was a slave in Ireland. For Celtic 
Christians prayer and faith permeated their whole 
lives. They said prayers while getting dressed, 
lighting the fire, cooking meals, milking the 
cow, going to bed. Indeed, they “prayed without 
ceasing” as St Paul wrote to the Thessalonians. 
Often, Celtic prayers are made to the Holy Three, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Celtic Christians felt especially close to God’s 
creation and felt his presence within it. They were 
also aware that the world was a dangerous place 
and believed they needed protection, not just from 
physical danger but from spiritual evil. Here is a 
prayer for protection, a caim or encircling prayer, 
collected by Alexander Carmichael during the 19th 

century from the highlands and islands of Scotland:
“The compassing of God and his right hand 
Be upon my form and upon my frame; The 
compassing of the High King and the grace of the 
Trinity Be upon me abiding eternally, Be upon me 
abiding eternally. May the compassing of the Three 
shield me in my means, The compassing of the 
Three shield me this day, The compassing of the 
Three shield me this night From hate, from harm, 
from act, from ill, From hate, from harm, from act, 
from ill.”
David Adam, a former vicar of Lindisfarne, has 
written a number of modern prayers in the Celtic 
tradition. I have found his books helpful and often 
use some of his prayers when taking services at 
our Care Homes.
Here is a lovely Celtic Blessing, part of which has 
been set to music by John Rutter
“Deep peace of the running wave to you, Deep 
peace of the flowing air to you, Deep peace of the 
quiet earth to you, Deep peace of the shining stars 
to you, Deep peace of the Son of Peace to you.
May the road rise to meet you; May the wind be 
always at your back; May the sun shine warm upon 
your face; May the rains fall softly upon your fields. 
Until we meet again, May God hold you in the 
hollow of His hand.”
CHRISTINA BENNETT
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SACRED PLACES - St Nicholas, Bramber

Known locally as the ‘3bs Parish’ St Nicholas in 
Bramber is one of three Anglican Parishes, the 
others being St Peter’s, Upper Beeding and St 
Botolphs. 
The village of Bramber was once an important port 
with the River Adur fully navigable by ocean-going 
vessels, and during the Roman Empire Bramber 
was called Portus Adurni. (Port of Adur). The 
water then came right up to the natural mound on 
which the Romans had built a castle with fortified 
positions. During the Danish and Saxon invasions 
Bramber was still a defensive site and trading port. 
Edward the Confessor (1042-1066) gave the parish 
of Bramber to the Abbey of Fecamp in Normandy. 
When William the Conqueror took his place as 
King of England he granted the ‘Rape’ of Bramber 
to the first feudal baron William de Braose but the 
monks of Fecamp still claimed rights to the land. In 
1073, de Braose, built the church of St Nicholas, 
just outside his castle’s gatehouse, for Benedictine 
monks from Anjou. 

Originally built as the castle chapel the church is 
now the only part of the castle site not in ruins. 
It first consisted of a nave, transepts and a 
remarkable chancel arch which was completed 
in 1073 and most of the surviving castle dates 
from this time. In 1080, the monks moved from St 
Nicholas to Sele Priory in Beeding but the church 
remained for Bramber residents. Around 1250 the 
chancel-apse was removed, and replaced with 
a more conventional Norman chancel. Except 
for a period of confiscation during King John’s 
reign (1199–1216), Bramber Castle remained in 
the ownership of the de Braose family until 1326. 
By 1350 the water was receding from the castle 
mound, leaving the quay too shallow for heavy 
ships. Over the next century the course of the 
river changed – the waters narrowed and shifted 
towards their present position nearer to Beeding 
than Bramber. This had a disastrous effect on the 
commercial interests of both Bramber and nearby 
Botolphs where the church could no longer sustain 

THE OLDEST NORMAN CHURCH IN SUSSEX 
We came here last November for 8.30am Communion whilst Woodmancote Church was closed. 
The Pew Sheet included text for the Epistle & Gospel and we were pleased that their chosen 
version of ‘Common’ Worship included a Psalm and the Peace was exchanged quietly. The 
welcome was warm and almost everyone spoke to us after the service. This is a beautiful old 
church with an atmosphere of peace, serenity and friendship and a fascinating history, therefore 
an ideal choice as another ‘Sacred Place’.               PAMELA CHASTON
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SACRED PLACES - St Nicholas, Bramber

a priest of its own and in 1536 the two parishes 
combined. Civil War records mention a ‘skirmish’ 
fought in the village in about 1642. The church 
suffered badly because of Roundhead guns being 
set up in the transepts, where they afforded a 
better vantage point to fire on Bramber Castle. Just 
outside Bramber, near Botolphs village, formerly 
stood a medieval hospital and nunnery, caring 
for sufferers of leprosy, dedicated to St. Mary 
Magdalene. Although long since closed, this part 
of Bramber is still known as the “Maudlin District”, 
a phonetic spelling of Magdalene. The leprous 
inmates were not allowed to attend Bramber’s 
fashionable castle church and were sent instead to 
Botolphs, where two leper squint windows were in 
the chancel walls. (see Feb 2015 Magazine)
Inside, the church is atmospheric and peaceful, 
with the chancel arch, one of only three examples 
having the original Norman figure carvings on the 
capitals - to the left with two simple human heads 
but to the right accompanied by animal carvings 
(possibly an early ‘fox and goose’). 
Beeding, Bramber and Botolphs have always been 
loyal to the crown, and Bramber and Botolphs 
have Royal Coats of Arms. Hanging above this is a 
large mace - a symbol of office for the civil leader 

of Bramber. (William Wilberforce was MP for fifteen 
years.)
There is very little stained glass but the three 
windows in the east wall are particularly attractive. 
That in the centre depicts the ‘Salvator Mundi’ 
(Jesus Christ, Saviour of the World). On the left is 
St Peter and on the right St Nicholas. It is uncertain 
exactly when the undated bell was made but it 
is of great antiquity with an inscription: ‘Jesus 
Nazarenus Rex Iudaeorum; Nicholas me fecit 
(Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews; Nicholas 
made me). The church porch and large vestry were 
added in 1931. In the mid-1970’s the tiny organ 
from St Botolphs was moved to Coombes church, 
being replaced by the organ from St Nicholas 
church which in turn had a brand new organ, 
constructed by N.P. Mander. With its manual action 
and unusually obvious working parts it is a very 
interesting instrument. The lych gate is Bramber’s 
war memorial, erected after WWI it commemorates 
Bramber men who died.
Sources: 
Mainly the church’s information leaflet 
https://drdudsdicta.com/2014/05/09/st-nicholas-church-at-bramber-castle/
http://www.3bsparish.org/
https://www.yelp.co.uk/biz/church-of-st-nicholas-bramber-castle-steyning

Photos © Barry Chaston

Church interior showing Norman Arch                                        Church and remnants of the castle

Windows: Left: St Peter, Centre: Jesus Christ, Right: St Nicholas   The capitals on the Chancel Arch
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• Domestic, commercial & agricultural
• Sheds, Summer houses & gates
• Hard landscaping, concreting & brickwork
• Patios & Decking

Richard:  07703 690090
Barry:  07719 570626
Office:  01273 494867
Email:  info@thehenfieldfencingcompany.co.uk
 facebook.com/HenfieldFencingCompany

PAUL SAYERS & SON

01242 263428
07980 564508
www.tomhazzledine.co.uk

TOM HAZZLEDINE
DRY STONE WALLING

GARDEN MAINTENANCE
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GOD IN THE ARTSGOD IN THE ARTS - Tiepolo’s Trinity altarpiece
On Sunday 27th May we shall be praising God 
as the Holy Trinity: three in one and one in three. 
Preachers will be pointing perhaps to the tree with 
its root, trunk and branches or to a human being 
with will, heart and mind. Or to symbols of the 
Trinity with the triangle or three interwoven circles. 
They are all images inviting us to ponder our world 
and be led from here to God: words and signs that 
take us into the mystery of God’s glory and being.
That was the experience of an early pope, St 
Clement, when he was at prayer. He was granted 
a vision of the Trinity which is the theme of this 
sketch of 1735 by Tiepolo – a painting for an 
altarpiece commissioned by the Archbishop of 
Cologne. In true Italian rococo style, it is full of 
vitality and life and colour. But at heart it is the 
scene of one man kneeling in prayer. He holds 
no signs of his papal authority for the cherub has 
charge of his three-barred crozier. It is a moment 
in worship: by the cherub, the incense is burning 
on a step. And above the steps, to St Clement’s 
amazement, the altar has burst into life. We 
see the risen Christ holding His cross, the dove 
hovering and ready to alight, and above, God the 
Father, leaning down to the saint. Clouds and 
angels surround the scene like the shekinah, the 
glory of God that shone out in the Temple and on 
the mount of Transfiguration.
The vision brings to life the signs of the Trinity we 
see in churches on altar frontals and in stained 
glass. It calls us with St Clement not just to ponder, 
but to offer to God the Holy Trinity our wills in 
service and our hearts in love. The well-known 
prayer of St Richard of Chichester expresses those 
three hopes: to know God more clearly, to love Him 
more dearly and to follow Him more nearly, not 
only on Trinity Sunday but day by day.
REVD MICHAEL BURGESS

ADVERTISE HERE 
FOR LESS THAN £11 A MONTH*

*when you take out an eighth of a page advert for one year

hswpm.adverts@live.co.uk 
or call Helen on 07794 099217 

for more information or to order a copy of our media pack

AVANT ADVERT

AVANT ADVERT
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CHURCH CALENDAR - May 2018

ST GILES, SHERMANBURY

Sun  6 Easter 6 
  11.15am  Morning Prayer

Sun  20  Pentecost 
  10am  Benefice celebration of
   Holy Communion at Henfield 

ST PETER’S, WOODMANCOTE

Sun  6  Easter 6 
  9.45am  Holy Communion (BCP)

Sun 13 Easter 7 
  9.45am  Morning Prayer
Sun 20 Pentecost 
  10am  Benefice celebration of Holy   
   Communion at Henfield
Sun 27  Trinity Sunday 
  9.45am  Morning Prayer 

PARHAM CHAPEL (St Peter’s, Henfield)
Morning prayer is said Mon-Fri at 8am and 8.30am 
on Sat in the Parham Chapel in St Peter’s Church, 
Henfield. 
Compline (Night Prayer) is said at 8pm on Tue, 
also in the Parham Chapel.

TERRYS CROSS
Holy Communion is celebrated every Thursday at 
10am and Sunday at 11am in the Chapel at Terrys 
Cross House and residents will be delighted to 
welcome you.

ST PETER’S, HENFIELD

Wed  2  10.30am  Holy Communion 
   followed by coffee
   And every Wednesday

Thu  3 7.15pm  Holy Communion
   And every Thursday
Fri  4  2pm  Little Fishes
   And every Friday
Sun  6  Easter 6 
  10am  Celebrate! All Age Worship
  6.30pm  Holy Communion (CW said)

Thu  10  Ascension Day 
  7.30pm  Holy Communion
Sun  13  Easter 7 
  8.30am  Holy Communion (BCP said)
  10am  Parish Communion
   With Children’s Church
Sun  20  Pentecost 
  10am  Parish Communion
   With Children’s Church
  6.30pm  Contemplative Prayer Service
Sun  27 Trinity Sunday 
  8.30am  Holy Communion (BCP said)
  10am  Family Communion 

CW =  Common Worship (2000 Archbishop’s Council)   
BCP  =  Book of Common Prayer (1662 Prayer Book) 
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HENFIELD HAPPENINGS

Bookings: David Phillipson | 9.00am - 6.00pm | 01273 493365 | thehenfieldhall@btinternet.com

THE HENFIELD HALL BOOKINGS - May 2018
Please note that the times listed below are The Henfield Hall booking times and may not accurately reflect event start times.  
Please see event publicity for start times.

Tue  1 9.30am Art Class
   Also 8, 15, 22, 29
  10.00am Self Help Group
   Also 8, 15, 22, 29
  7.00pm RAYNET UK
  7.00pm Henfield Parish Council
Wed 2 9.30am Computer Club
   Also 9, 16, 23, 30
  10.00am Bridge
  5.30pm Tai Chi
   Also 9, 23, 30
  7.30pm Singing Circle
   Also 9, 23, 30
  7.30pm Quilting Club
   Also 9, 23, 30
Thu 3 9.00am NAFAS
  10.00am Fitness Class
   Also 10, 17, 24, 31
  11.15am Zumba Gold
   Also 10, 17, 24, 31
  2.00pm Duplicate Bridge
   Also 10, 17, 24, 31
  7.30pm Henfield Theatre Company
   Also 10, 17
Fri 4 10.00am Short Mat Bowls Club
   Also 11, 18, 25
  2.00pm ABCD Bridge
   Also 11, 18, 25
Sat 5 9.00am Neighbourhood Plan
  2.00pm Private Party
  7.00pm Sequence Dance
Sun 6 10.00am Jam Pot Fair

Tue  8 2.00pm Flower Club
  7.00pm Neighbourhood Plan
Wed 9 2.00pm Art Club
Thu 10 9.00am Antiques Market
  1.00pm Action for Older People
  7.30pm Henfield Community Partnership
Fri 11 10.00am Wild Violets
  7.00pm Warren Playgroup Quiz
Sun 13 9.30am Henfield Theatre Company
Mon 14 9.00am Monday Market
   Also 21
  9.30am Quilting Class
   Also 21
  2.00pm The Arts Society (Henfield)
  2.00pm Woodmancote & Henfield WI
  6.30pm Henfield Theatre Company
Tue 15 9.00pm NAFAS
  6.30pm Henfield Theatre Company
Wed 16 1.00pm Woodmancote & Henfield WI
  7.30pm LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS
Thu 17 12.00noon Henfield Arthritis Ploughman’s
  7.30pm LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS
Fri 18 7.30pm LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS
Sat 19 10.00am Henfield Theatre Company   
   Workshop
  7.30pm LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS
Sun 20 2.00pm Quilting Class
Mon 21 6.00pm Fitness Class
Tue 22 7.30pm FILM SHOW
  7.00pm Art Club
Thu 31 7.00pm The Henfield Hall AGM
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WOODMANCOTE AND BLACKSTONE PARISH HALL

IS CURRENTLY CLOSED
For enquiries please call Louise Clark 01273 495532 
St Peter’s Church Office (9.00am - 1.00pm Tue - Fri)

HENFIELD HAPPENINGS

FREE CHURCH HALL
To book a meeting or event, contact
Olwen Denman 01403 864185

OPENING HOURS etc
HENFIELD MUSEUM Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 10-noon, Wed 
2.30-4.30pm, Sat 10-noon, 2.30-4pm. 
Open at other times by appointment, 01273 493155

PARISH COUNCIL OFFICES are open Tue, Thu and Fri, 10-
1pm, Wed 10-3pm.
01273 492507 (with answerphone)
www.henfield.gov.uk | office@henfield.gov.uk

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU Fourth Monday of the month 10-
1pm at Henfield Medical Centre, Deer Park, BN5 9JQ
To book an appointment, 01273 492255 or 0344 477 1171

REGISTRAR Registration of births, marriages and deaths 
is by appointment only at 26, West Street, Storrington, 
Mon-Fri 10-noon. 
01403 320272, or at other times 01903 839007

LIBRARY Mon-Fri (inc Wed)10-5pm 
(no lunch closures) and Sat 10-2pm. 01273 493587 

POLICE NUMBERS

VERY URGENT:  999  If it is happening now

OTHER REPORTS:  101  Non emergency number

EUROPEAN EMERGENCY:  112

PARISH MAGAZINE CONTACT DETAILS

EDITORIAL & DESIGN: Helen Boosey  
07794 099217
hswpm.copy@live.co.uk
Office Hours: Mon, Tue, Fri: 9.00am - 2.30pm

BOXED ADVERTISING: Helen Boosey 
hswpm.adverts@live.co.uk

SMALL ADVERTS (text only): Jean Chamberlain 
01273 492809

SUBSCRIPTIONS: 
Local Delivery:  Diana Halsey   | 01273 757834
 Judith Allpress  | 01273 494263
Postal Delivery:  Peggy Barrow   | 01273 495854

JUN COPY DEADLINE:  Tue 1 May 2018
JUL COPY DEADLINE:  Tue 5 Jun 2018
Copy can either be emailed to   
hswpm.copy@live.co.uk or handed in at 
Jasmine’s Florist (clearly marked MAGAZINE)
Henfield, Shermanbury and Woodmancote Parish Magazine 
is produced and published on behalf of the Parochial Church 
Council (PCC) of St Peter’s Church. Reg Charity No:1130458.
Items carried in the magazine do not necessarily represent the 
views of St Peter’s Henfield PCC, or the editorial team. We 
reserve the right to amend, shorten, or decline to publish any 
item or advert.

SMALL DOLE VILLAGE HALL
To book a meeting or event, contact
Jessica Sproxton-Miller 01273 493975 

ST PETER’S CHURCH HOUSE
Bookings: Louise Clark 01273 495532
St Peter’s Church Office (9.00am - 1.00pm Tue - Fri)

MAY 2018
Tue 1 9.30am-3pm Warren Playgroup
   Also 8, 15 and 22 
  7-9pm   Adult Dance Class
   Also 8, 15, 22 and 29
Wed 2 9.30am-3pm Warren Playgroup
   Also 9, 16 and 23
  6.30-8.30pm Weightwatchers
   Also 9, 16, 23 and 30
Thu 3 9.30am-1pm Warren Playgroup
   Also 10, 17 and 24
  7.30-8.30pm Dance Class
   Also 10, 17, 24 and 31
Fri 4 9.30am-1pm Warren Playgroup
   Also 11, 18 and 25
Sun 6 5-6pm Alcoholics Anonymous
   Also 13, 20 and 27
Mon 7 9.30am-3pm Warren Playgroup
   Also 14 and 21
  6-8pm Dance Class
   Also 14, 21 and 28
Sun 13  10am Children’s Church
   Also 20 and 27

60pMay 2018

Palm Sunday
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THE Cof E PARISHES OF HENFIELD, WOODMANCOTE & SHERMANBURY

CORPUS CHRISTI and FREE CHURCH

Vicar and Rector:  The REVD PAUL DOICK, The Vicarage, Church Lane, Henfield, BN5 9NY
 01273 492017 | p.doick@btinternet.com

Assistant Curate: The REVD HARRIET NEALE-STEVENS
 01273 494378 | revdharriet@yahoo.com

Assistant Priest: The REVD CHRISTINA BENNETT (NSM), 17 Gresham Place, Henfield BN5 9QJ
 01273 492222 | revd.christina@henfield.org | Rest Day: Tuesday

Parish Administrator:  Louise Clark Office hours: Tue - Fri 9am - 1pm
 01273 495532 | admin@henfield.org

ST PETER’S CHURCH  Church Lane, HENFIELD, BN5 9NY | www.henfield.org
Churchwardens:  Pat Burdock (01273 493069) | Robert Clark (01273 493276)

ST GILES’ CHURCH  off Brighton Road, SHERMANBURY
Churchwardens:  Richard Putnam (01273 493154) | Virginia Ward (01273 492400)

ST PETER’S CHURCH  Brighton Road WOODMANCOTE
Churchwardens:  Roger Moulton (01273 660644) | Vacancy

SERVICES THROUGHOUT THE BENEFICE CW = Common Worship (2000 Archbishop’s Council)  BCP = Book of Common Prayer (1662 Prayer Book) 

Modern worship In modern language with old and new hymns, and choir accompanied by organ. 
With Sunday School (term time only) 
Henfield  10am Parish Communion (2nd, 3rd & 5th Suns) – CW 
Henfield  10am Family Communion (4th Sun) – CW
Woodmancote  9.45am Parish Communion (3rd & 5th Suns) - CW 
Celebrate! All Age Praise Service Modern worship, with hymns and worship songs led by piano and   
occasionally other instruments. 
Henfield  10am (1st Sun only) 
Traditional Worship For those who like ‘thee’ and ‘thou’, well-known hymns and organ music. 
Shermanbury  11.15am Morning Prayer/Sung Mattins (1st Sun) 11.15am Holy Communion (3rd Sun) 
Woodmancote  9.45am Parish Communion (1st Sun) - BCP 
 9.45am Morning Service/Sung Mattins (2nd & 4th Suns) - BCP 
Shared across the Benefice (see Calendar) Sung Evensong 5.30pm (5th Sun only) - BCP 
‘Said’ Services (no hymns) 
Henfield  8.30am (2nd & 4th Sun) – BCP 
Henfield  6.30pm Quiet Communion Service (1st Sun) – CW 
Henfield  6.30pm Contemplative Prayer Service (3rd Sun) 
For the complete calendar with full service details please see page 25. 

CORPUS CHRISTI CATHOLIC CHURCH, Tanyard, Henfield
Parish Priest:  
Parish Deacons:  REVD SEAMUS MAHON, 17 Springhills, Henfield BN5 9EG (07860 457030)

 REVD PAUL RUSSELL (07772 428366)

Sunday Mass:  10am. Weekday Masses also 10am. 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation, Saturday after Mass and at call.

THE EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH, High Street, Henfield BN5 9HP
Pastor:  ANDREW LAWTON, 24 Lower Faircox, Henfield BN5 9UT 01273 959522 adlawton@hotmail.com

Church Secretary:  RON STANFORD (01273 493979) henfieldefc@outlook.com

Church Hall Bookings:  OLWEN DENMAN (01403 864185) olwen17@btinternet.com
Services every Sunday at 10.30am and 6.30pm, including Communion on the 1st Sunday morning and 3rd Sunday 
evening each month. Church foyer open for refreshments Thursdays and Saturdays 9.30am-12.00noon.
Coffee House in Church Hall Friday 10-11.30am.
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THE HAVEN

GET CONNECTED COMPUTER GROUP

Every Thu | 3-5pm | £5 | All abilities welcome

MINI BUS TRIPS

Arundel Wetlands & Black Rabbit Pub
Thu 10 May | 

Portsmouth Quays Shopping Centre 
Thu 24 May| 

As always please refer to our programme for further 
information and to please take note that all activities can 
be subject to change/alteration. For further information 
please contact The Haven on 01273 494747

THURSDAY CLUB

Every week | 10.30 - 3.45pm | £22 full day inc transport & lunch

Varied activities and entertainment. Transport 
available on request, please call 01273 494747.

THE GREEN GARDEN GROUP

Tue 8 & 22 May | 9.30 - 11.30am | £5
Fortnightly beginners gardening group.  
Please book. 

Call Liz Hodgson on 01273 492595 or  
The Haven 01273 494747.

DEMENTIA CARER’S SUPPORT

16 May  | 

DEMENTIA ACTION DAY

Tue 22 May | 10-3pm
The aim of the day is to conceive an Action Plan to 
try and make dementia recognition and care in the 
Henfield area better understood and addressed.

AFD COMMUNICATION TACTICS TRAINING

Tue 22 May | 1.45-3.45pm | Lounge

ACTION FOR DEAFNESS
AFD audiology service is 
now fully operational at 
The Henfield Haven. Audiology appointments 
will be available on GP referral. Existing AFD 
patients should contact AFD Head Office. 
A hearing aid maintenance clinic for advice, 
support, batteries and re-tubing will operate 
every Tuesday from 9.30am to 12.30pm at The 
Henfield Haven, no appointment required.

info@actionfordeafness.org.uk or 01444 415582

PARKINSON’S CAFE

Last Weds of the month | 10.30 - noon | Free | The Haven Cafe
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WOMEN’S DISCUSSION GROUP

Relationships & Communication between adults of 
different generations

Mon 14 May | 8pm | Hannah’s house
Generations sometimes get labels: ‘millenials’, 
‘generation Y’, ‘snowflakes’, ‘baby boomers’. What 
issues arise when adults from different generations 
seek to do things together and understand each 
other? We are holding a free for all discussion on 
this topic which touches us all.

Please contact Hannah on 01273 492202, for more 
information about our friendly and informal group or to 
join the discussion.

NEWS FROM OUR GROUPS AND CLUBS

WOODMANCOTE AND HENFIELD WI

Resolutions & Light Lunch
Wed 16 May | 12.30 for 1pm | The Henfield Hall
Plant Stall, Freecycle Table, Raffle, Flower of the 
month competition.
Please phone Val Creek on 01273 958202 for more details.

HENFIELD LIONS CLUB

We welcome enquiries for membership, please call Richard 
any time on 01273 492655.

HENFIELD TREFOIL GUILD

Visit to Shoreham Fort
Tue 22 May | 6.50pm | Meet at Library car park | £5
If you are interested in The Guiding Movement, 
please come and join us.
New members are always welcome
Contact: Mary 01273 492351

HENFIELD WILD VIOLETS WI

Resolutions Meeting 
Fri 11 May| 10-12 noon | The Garden Room, The Henfield Hall
Enquiries to Joan 01273 491235

HENFIELD FLOWER CLUB

Tutti Frutti 
Tue 8 May | 2.15pm | The Henfield Hall | Members only

We welcome Michelle King who has chosen “Tutti 
Frutti” as the title for her demonstration. “Colours” 
is the theme chosen for the 12.30pm members 
workshop led by Jean Sinclair-Young. 
For further information ring Jean on 01273 492064.  
New members always welcome.

HENFIELD HISTORY GROUP

Hearth & Home 
Tue 8 May | 8pm (doors open at 7.40pm) | Free Church Hall
An illustrated talk on Sussex building materials and 
styles. Presented by Dr Geoffrey Mead

Enquiries to Maureen Fletcher 01273 492194 

KNIT AND NATTER

First Tuesday of the month | 2-4pm | Henfield Library
Enjoy knitting and other crafts? Why not bring your 
hobby to the library? Knitting, crochet, patchwork 
or embroidery. Make new friends, or learn new 
skills. Enjoy a cup of tea or coffee in a warm 
friendly environment. Everyone welcome. 

BOARDS AND BANTER

First Friday of the month | 2-4pm | Henfield Library
A selection of board games and jigsaw puzzles will 
be available and refreshments provided so why not 
drop in and join us? We look forward to seeing you! 

HENFIELD BOWLS CLUB

Ladies vs Gents | Sun13 May | 2pm
The season has now started with May bringing a 
full month of fixtures both home and away. On the 
13th we have the Ladies v Gents game followed 
by the Club Competitions Draw. New members are 
always welcome.
For more details on Henfield Bowls Club
email.henfieldbowls2016@gmail.com | 01273 494367
www.henfieldbowling.club

THURSDAY CIRCLE

First Thu of the month | 2.30pm | Pennington Cottage
Join us for tea and chat. All welcome.
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HENFIELD CAMERA CLUB

Presentation of  Winter Projects
Fri 4 May | 7.30pm (doors open 7.15pm) | Free Church Hall (at rear)

Presentation of members Winter Projects and 
the judging of the rescheduled Mystery Portrait 
competition.

AGM and Club Social Event
Fri 18 May| 7.30pm (doors open 7.15pm) | Free Church Hall (at rear)

New Members and visitors are always welcome. For further 
information please phone Jackie Harford on 01273 491204 
or email jandjharford@btinternet.com

NEWS FROM OUR GROUPS AND CLUBS

HENFIELD GARDEN CLUB

Members only outings to Chiddingford | Wed 9 May
We will visit NGS gardens Ramster and The Coach 
House in Chiddingford.                          

New member enquiries should be directed to Julia on 
 jbs@backsettown.demon.co.uk 

also on

HENFIELD ART CLUB

Painting In session - last of the season
Wed 9 May | 2-4pm | Garden Room, The Henfield Hall

Frans de Leij - trees and woodland in watercolour
Tue 22 May | 7.15pm | Garden Room, The Henfield Hall

www.henfieldartclub.co.uk

Enquires to K. McIntosh at 01273 965243 or visit the 
Club website for information and to view the gallery of 
members’ work. Non-members are welcome (£3)

HENFIELD ARTHRITIS FUNDRAISERS

Ploughman’s Lunch & a talk from Arthritis Action
Thu 17 May | Noon - 2pm | The Henfield Hall | Tickets £7
Many thanks to Pauline Beale and her band of 
helpers for providing yet another enjoyable and 
successful afternoon tea. Thanks to everyone who 
supported this event which raised £474 for Arthritis 
Action.
We look forward to seeing you all again at the 
Ploughman’s Lunch on May 17.

We look forward to welcoming friends old and new.

THE ARTS SOCIETY (Henfield) formerly Adur Valley Fine Arts Society

Alchemy and Adventure :  
A history of exotic colours and poisonous pigments

Mon 14 May | 2.30pm | The Henfield Hall
Lynn Gibson investigates dangerous pigments 
used by artists – cochineal, Indian gold nuggets, 
lapis lazuli and lead. Lots of reasons for not 
sucking your paintbrushes.

Guests Welcome - £5, Annual membership - only £29

Contact: 01273 494633 or visit www.adurvalley.org
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HISTORY & HERITAGE - Delving into the archives

MAY DAY
In the Anglo-Saxon calendar, May was known as 
Tri-Milchi because the cows could be milked three 
times in one day. The term May was not used 
until about 1430. The Celtic people celebrated 
their Beltane festival with bonfires to welcome the 
summer at the beginning of May.
The first day of May was also known as Garland 
Day, and was celebrated by groups of young 
people dressing up in their best, carrying garlands 
of flowers made with hoops covered with wild 
flowers. This was another day where local children 
could make money, by walking around to the large 
houses in the area and presenting their garlands. 
The garlands were not for sale, just to admire.
In Lewes circa 1875-85, children went to Castle 
Bank where their garlands would be judged by 
a panel of ladies, and the best one would win a 
shilling (5p); the children had a half day holiday 
from school for the occasion. This tradition was 
revived by the folk dance group called the Knots of 
May and takes place at Lewes Castle on the bank 
holiday Monday, followed by a procession down 
the high street.
May day is, of course, the start of summer and 
the day maypoles were erected in many villages 
in Sussex. The old maypoles were large affairs, 
consisting of a substantial pole up to 20ft high 
which had a decorated floral crown on the top. The 
Henfield maypole was set up at Golden Square 
and may have been a permanent feature. It was a 
tradition for every village to choose a May Queen 
and sometimes a king as well. The queen would 
preside over the festivities for the day and it was 
treated as an honour. The Puritans banned the 

celebration of May, as they saw it as a heathen 
practice honouring a tree deity. They also banned 
Morris dancing, which led to dancers wearing 
disguises, such as blacking their faces and using 
rag coats so they could not be recognised. Despite 
their efforts maypoles survived and Morris dancing 
is still practiced. Dancing became legal with the 
restoration of Charles II. The local side of Morris 
men started in 1953 and still dance in this area, 
and are looking for men to join, it is an excellent 
way of keeping fit!
Traditionally it is the start of the Morris dancing 
season with dancing carried out either at midnight 
on May Eve, to ‘see in’ the May, or at dawn 
on May day. The Chanctonbury Ring Morris, 
celebrates each May by dancing at dawn on top 
of Chanctonbury Ring, then retiring to Steyning for 
breakfast and generally more dancing. The public 
are welcome to attend.
One of the truly inspiring places to be, if you are 
not in Sussex, is in Padstow in Cornwall on May 
Eve and May day. Here you have one of the oldest 
traditional May Day celebrations in the country, 
with the parade of the ‘Obby ‘oss around the 
village. The ‘oss is lead around by dancers and 
a band, and the parade is interspersed with the 
singing of the Padstow song. A truly magical day. If 
you do manage to go, get there early as the village 
gets rather crowded!
The museum has a number of photographs of the 
May Day celebrations in Henfield, so do come in 
and have a look around. 
Wassail!
STEVE ROBOTHAM (ASSISTANT CURATOR)
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Notes for the Month. The first note this month must 
be an announcement. It comes really from our 
printer in Brighton and is to the effect that we 
must curtail drastically both the numbers and 
size of our monthly issue. The shortage of paper 
is such a serious matter just now that we are cut 
down to quite a third of our usual quantity, and 
this condition of things may get worse before it 
becomes better. Several contributions, intended for 
this month, it is impossible to find room for under 
our altered conditions.

Classes in Cheesemaking commence on May 9th 
and should prove most useful. The whole course 
extends over 14 days, and has been very carefully 
thought out in every detail. The classes are to be 
held at the dairy at Parsonage Farm, kindly lent 
by Mr Williams. Good cheese is already being 

made in the locality and there is no reason why its 
production should not be stimulated and increased.

Woodmancote War Work. March, 1917 to March, 
1918. 126 shirts, 60 treasure bags, 44 pairs 
socks, 2 pairs operation stockings, 2 bed socks, 
5 mufflers, 20 cushions, 4 jerseys, 7 mittens, 8 
helmets and caps, 2 pyjamas, 5 pants, 8 vests, 27 
muslin ditto, 4 stump ends, 1 trug, 72 Lavender 
bags. Total, 397. Years War Savings, £480.

National Salvage Council (Rural Waste Section). The 
scheme for the Utilization of Waste has now 
become part of a general scheme, and is very 
much more important. The saving of every kind of 
material that can be re-made, or re-used, in any 
way is growing daily more pressing and, in the 
near future, will still be more urgent.

HISTORY & HERITAGE - Delving into the archives

100 YEARS AGO – Extract from the Parish Magazine for MAY 1918
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COMMUNITY NEWS

HENFIELD ROCKS
Have you seen a number of painted rocks appearing around 
the village? Have you wondered why?
It is all part of ‘Henfield Rocks’ – a game of hide 
and seek for people of all ages with the added 
benefit of spreading little drops of happiness as 
we go.
We are not really sure where this game started but 
there are well established rock hunts all over the 
country – Hampshire, Ramsgate and Dorset – to 
name just a few, as well as some further afield, 
such as Los Angeles and Iowa. The idea is to take 
a pebble and paint it with acrylic paint, permanent 
marker or even nail varnish. Some are very simple 
and some are rather intricate and some contain a 
message for the finder. On the back of the pebble 
add ‘FB Henfield Rocks’. Take your pebble and 

hide it in Henfield and the surrounding area and 
at the same time go looking for others. Rocks 
have been found on the Downs Link, along the 
High Street, in the churchyard and in many of the 
twittens that criss cross our village. When you find 
a rock you are welcome to treasure it or find a new 
hiding place for it straight away.
If you are a Facebook user, there is also a group 
called Henfield Rocks to connect the hiders and 
the seekers. You can post photographs of your 
rocks before you hide them and then record 
your discoveries. The group is a closed one as it 
contains photographs of children who have found 
the rocks but you can send a request to join.
All are welcome – whatever your age – to join us 
and make Henfield Rock!
LOUISE CLARK
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01273 835116
www.sussex-osteopath.co.uk

www.facebook.com/nicki.newson

135 - 137 High Street,
Hurstpierpoint

West Sussex
BN6 9PU

 z OSTEOPATHY
 z HYPNOTHERAPY
 z COUNSELLING
 z PILATES 1:1 OR 1:2
 z MASSAGE
 z SPORTS MASSAGE
 z CRANIAL OSTEOPATHY

 z FOOD INTOLERANCE TESTING
 z REGISTERED NUTRITIONALIST
 z WESTERN MEDICAL HERBALIST
 z REFLEXOLOGY
 z ACCUPUNCTURE
 z HYDROTHERM MASSAGE
 z AYURVEDIC MASSAGE
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Digby Stephenson, Lorette Mackie, Lyn Sheppard, Anne Hubner and David Phillipson

THE SILENT AUCTION
After many years since the last Silent Auction was 
held in Henfield, it was revived this year in order 
to raise much needed funds for two very important 
venues. All the proceeds were shared between 
the Henfield Hall refurbishment project and the 
Henfield Haven.
What a success it was, held on 23rd March at the 
Henfield Hall nearly 200 lots went under a silent 
hammer, from promises, vouchers, antiques, 
vintage items to useful modern day unused gifts. 
The event was attended by around 160 folk both 
residents of Henfield and from further afield. 
Bidding was brisk and the most wonderful sum of 
£5,248.26 was raised.
We want to especially thank all those who attended 
for their generosity in supporting these causes so 
close to the heart of our village and making the 
event such a success. A great deal of fun was had 
by all who attended, as well as a wonderful supper 
provided by Lorette and her ladies. 
We were also fortunate to have been very 
generously supported by ‘Will and Wolfie’ aka Mike 
Ainscough and Chris Wolferstan playing their own 
brand of music from jazz to blues, they helped 
create a relaxed ambience to the evening and we 
want to thank them most sincerely.
Many others have helped in many different ways, 
they know who they are and we want to say a big 
thank you to you all. 
Any event be it large or small needs a dedicated 
band of willing volunteers to make it work and we 
had the very best group of people. Thanks should 
go to them all.
LYN SHEPPARD

MAGAZINE ADVERTISE DEBT ALERT
Victims receive a telephone call from someone 
purporting to be a bailiff enforcing a court 
judgement, attempting to recover funds for a 
non-existent debt. The fraudsters state the debt 
originates from the victim not paying a magazine 
advertisement subscription.
A variety of magazine names and publishers are 
being used by the fraudsters, who also commonly 
use the names of certified Bailiff Enforcement 
Agents such “Scott Davis”, “Stephen King” and 
“Mark Taylor”. These are names of certified 
Bailiff Enforcement Agents employed by debt 
enforcement companies.
The fraudsters request that the debt be repaid by 
bank transfer. If the victim refuses, they threaten to 
visit the victim’s home or place of work to recover 
the debt that is owed.
Once the money has been transferred, victims are 
not provided with receipt details of the payment or 
contact details. Later when victims make enquiries, 
they’ll discover that the debt did not exist, and 
often that no advertisement was placed.
This type of fraud is nationwide. Since 2017, there 
have been 52 Action Fraud Reports relating to 
this fraud. From the reports received, there are a 
range of different businesses and individuals being 
targeted.

Protection Advice:
1. Listen to your instinct: just because someone 

knows your basic details, such as your 
name and address, it doesn’t mean they are 
genuine.

2. Stay in control: always question cold callers: 
always contact the companies directly using a 
known email or phone number.

3. Don’t be rushed or pressured into making 
a decision: a legitimate company will be 
prepared to wait whilst you verify information.

If you have been affected by this, or any other type of fraud, 
report it to Action Fraud by visiting www.actionfraud.
police.uk or by calling  
0300 123 2040.
ACTION FRAUD (ACTION FRAUD, ADMINISTRATOR, NATIONAL)
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Specialist residential SALES and LETTINGS

For the HENFIELD AREA

01273 495220
Coopers Way, Henfield

since 1988
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COMMUNITY NEWS

We are moving ahead with our plans to construct a 
new link road between Deer Park and the Leisure 
Centre. The design will incorporate;
• the link road between Deer Park and Henfield 

Leisure Centre including a pedestrian 
crossing close to the Youth Club car park

• 32 additional parking spaces on east side of 
Henfield Leisure Centre

• resurfacing and lower level bollard style 
lighting along the footpath which runs through 
the cemetery immediately adjacent to the new 
road

• creation of a cycleway which will also 

accommodate, pushchairs, prams and 
scooters along the Parsonage track which 
runs parallel to the cemetery

We have recently invited tenders from a number 
of local contractors and subject to satisfactory 
responses we plan to start construction work in the 
summer of 2018. We will provide residents with 
more details once the tender process is completed. 
Anyone interested in the design details should 
refer to Horsham District Council Planning website 
under reference DC/16/2836. Plans are also 
available for inspection at the Parish Office.
MALCOLM EASTWOOD, CHAIRMAN OF HENFIELD PARISH 
COUNCIL

NEW LINK ROAD BETWEEN DEER PARK AND HENFIELD LEISURE CENTRE

BARCLAYS BANK ROBBERY
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REPAIR, SERVICING & 
INSTALLATION OF YOUR GAS, 
LPG & OIL HEATING SYSTEMS

Est. 1998

AGA & RAYBURN servicing 
undertaken

Power flushing using 
Norstrom Proflush system

Contact: Peter Jenkins on Henfield

01273 492155
07710 937815
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COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

ADVANCE NOTICE - THE HENFIELD HALL ANNUAL QUIZ
Sat 17 Nov | Time tbc | The Henfield Hall
Early notice that this years quiz will see the return 
of Paul Samrah as our quiz master. Make a note of 
the date and look out for further information
DAVID PHILLIPSON

ACTION FOR OLDER PEOPLE GROUP 
Thu 10 May | 2-4.30pm | The Henfield Hall
Come and learn about HEN!
Age UK who are celebrating their 60th birthday 
this year are joining us in running activities and 
displays based on the slogan HEN, Happiness, 
Exercise and Nutrition, followed by a Cream Tea 
and Cakes
This fun and interesting event is Free!

For more information, or if you need transport, contact us 
Leo 01273 492848 or Rose 01273 494566

HENFIELD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE  
29TH MARCH 2018
Steering and Focus Groups members have been 
assessing the 32 potential development sites that 
came forward after our call for sites at the end of 
last year. Each site has been subject to site visits 
and close scrutiny and Site Summary Sheets have 
been prepared.
You will have the opportunity to see this work at 
our open day events and give us your views. The 
open days will be held on Saturday the 5th of May 
from 09.30 am until 12.30 pm and on Tuesday 
the 8th of May from 6.30 pm until 9.30 pm in the 
Garden Room of the Henfield Hall. This is an 
essential part of the process and your involvement 
is important, so please try and attend. We look 
forward to seeing you at our open day events and 
to your continued support.
RAY OSGOOD - CHAIRMAN OF HENFIELD NEIGHBOURHOOD 
PLAN STEERING GROUP

PAWS FOR THOUGHT
The Henfield Funeral Services PAWS for thought 
collection and raffle raised the magnificent sum 
of £283 and two car loads of donated food, toys 
and bedding for the Dogs Trust Shoreham Re-
homing Centre. The Easter raffle was won by the 
Raczkowski family.
Thank you for your kind support Karen, Nick and 
all the team at Henfield Funeral Service.
ALISHA, HENFIELD FUNERAL SERVICES

Raffle winners Lisa and Amylea Raczkowski

NATWEST FAREWELL AND THANK YOU
Tue 22 May | 11-3pm | Natwest Bank, Henfield
The team at Natwest Henfield would be delighted if 
you could join them on Tuesday 22nd May, 11am - 
3pm so we can thank you all for your kind support 
and custom over the years.
LYNDA, TRACEY AND LINDA
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Station Road, Henfield, BN5 9UP

OPEN SUNDAYS 
& BANK HOLIDAYS

l Digital TV aerial upgrades and service
l TV, DAB and FM aerials l Extra points
l Communal systems l Aerial repairs

l Satellite TV installs and service l SKY installs
l Discreet fittings e.g listed buildings, thatch roofs, flats

l WE FIT CCTV l GUTTERS CLEARED
l OAP DISCOUNT l LOCAL TO YOU

l SAME DAY SERVICE (subject to conditions & availability)
l FREE ESTIMATE l OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE
l OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK l FULLY GUARANTEED

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS
We specialise in TV wall mounting

WE WILL BEAT ALL OTHERS 
ON QUALITY AND PRICE

www.1strateaerialsandsatellites.co.uk
Freephone: 0800 032 3255

Tel: 01273 617114    Mob: 07920 526703
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
REGISTERED CHARITY NO 1106295

REGISTERED CHARITY NO 1106295

REGISTERED CHARITY NO 1106295

REGISTERED CHARITY NO 1106295

REGISTERED CHARITY NO 1106295

REGISTERED CHARITY NO 1106295

REGISTERED CHARITY NO 1106295REGISTERED CHARITY NO 1106295

LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS
Wed 16 -19 May | 7.30pm | The Henfield Hall
Following its recent, huge successes with Billy 
Liar, Anne of Green Gables and Confusions, the 
very prolific Henfield Theatre Company is all set 
to bring its May show to the stage. Little Shop 
of Horrors is a lively, zany, satirical show full of 
comedy and foot-tapping, 1960s style music. Set 
in a flower shop, it features Seymour Krelborn, a 
shy character whose mundane life is turned on 
its head when he comes across a talking, singing 
plant from outer space which grows, alarmingly, 
when supplied with its favourite food…blood! The 
show, written by Howard Ashman and set to music 
by Alan Menken, had its debut in New York in 1982 
and has been a big hit around the world.
The Henfield production is directed by Graeme 
Muncer, perhaps best known for his antics as 
the dame and other comedy characters on the 
Henfield stage. He is also an experienced director 
with a flair for light hearted productions. David 
Barnett is musical director and Alice Forward is 
choreographer. Both are very experienced and 
talented in their fields. This will be a show not to be 
missed.

The box office is at Stevens, Henfield High Street (01273 
492141) and online at the web address below. Tickets are 
£11 and £13. For more information   
www.henfieldtheatrecompany.com
Henfield Theatre Company wishes to thank Jeremy’s for sponsoring 
the show and Jasmines for providing the venue for some of the 
publicity photographs.

REVIEW OF HTC’S “CONFUSIONS” BY ALAN AYCKBOURN
Walking into the Henfield Hall eagerly anticipating 
the opening night, a Parish Council meeting 
was finishing. A Henfield Councillor strode past 
announcing he was getting out quick before he 
was dragged in to see the play. My husband asked 
why, saying HTC’s productions were extremely 
good, to which the Councillor replied “You may 
think that”. Well, this mean spirited individual 
missed a fine evening’s entertainment, funny, 
poignant, and occasionally hilarious.
“Confusions” is confusing. It is not a play with a 
beginning, middle and end; it is five separate, 
loosely connected, scenes providing a challenge 
for director and set designer. The settings were 
well thought out, beautifully dressed and the scene 
changes quick and unobtrusive with some neat 
additional touches by director Trevor Hodgson. I 
noticed a few technical glitches (front door bell in 
a field during a thunderstorm!!) but costumes and 
props were up to HTC’s usual high standard.
I do not have space to mention the whole cast of 
fifteen but the overall standard of performance was 

excellent. The opening scene was very well done 
by Lucy Walker, Heather MacFarlane-Cryer and 
Ian Henham, built on the surmise that we never 
really grow up and if you treat people like children 
then they will behave like them. Next up was 
“Drinking Companions”, in which a boring fellow 
tries unsuccessfully to chat up two bored friends 
which I found a little boring. Malcolm Harrington’s 
wonderful timing as the waiter completely stole 
the show in “Between Mouthfuls”, but my favourite 
was “A Talk in the Park”, in which Tony Westwood 
beautifully underplayed his role. Finally, the farcical 
“Gosforth’s Fete” with Graeme Muncer coming into 
his own, along with Liz Gibson in glorious disarray 
and a wonderful performance from newcomer Josh 
Martello as a cuckolded scout master. So yes, 
Trevor, the audience did as you wished and went 
out laughing!
Two years ago I attended a talk by Ayckbourn 
in which he admitted that his early work looks 
dated but this production showed how his acute 
observation of human behaviour is still relevant. 
ANGELA REID
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Tel: 01273 494984

Registered Charity 1159054

FITNESS CLASSES
Spinning
Rebounding
Pump and Blitz
Aerobics
Yoga
Circuits
Pilates
Legs, Bums and Tums
& lots more...

GYM
State Of The Art Equipment
Free Weights
Personal Programmes
Inductions
Split Routine Programmes
G.P Referral
Personal Training

The King’s Field, Henfield, West Sussex, BN5 9QB
Web: www.henfieldleisure.co.uk
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CHILDREN AND FAMILY ACTIVITIES

BABY RHYME TIME 
Thursdays | 10.15 - 10.45am | Henfield Library
Come and join our Baby Rhyme Time, with rhymes, 
songs and musical instruments. Early reading fun in 
your library! It’s free! Parents and carers are asked 
to remain with their child for this activity.  
Contact 01273 493587.

GAMES AFTER SCHOOL 
Mondays | After school til 4.30pm | Henfield Library 
Play games and make friends after school. 
Mondays after school until 4.30pm (term time only). 

01273 493587 for more information.

LITTLE FISHES 
Fridays | 2.00pm | St Peter’s Church
Come and share in this friendly group for babies, 
pre-school children and their parents/carers. We 
meet every Friday afternoon for stories, singing, 
activities, refreshments and the chance to make 
new friends. All are welcome and there is no charge. 
Contact Pat Burdock on 01273 493069.

CHATTERBOX 
Tuesdays | 9.30-11.30am | Free Church Hall
The baby and pre-school group meet every 
Tuesday. Just £1.50 includes all refreshments.

ST PETER’S SCHOOL DATES
Summer term | Mon 16 Apr - Tue 24 Jul 
Half term | Mon 28 May - Fri 1 Jun
Inset Days | Mon 23 Jul, Tue 24 Jul

GIRL GUIDING
Places are available at Henfield Rainbows now, 
for all girls aged 5-7. Being a Rainbow is all about 
developing self-confidence, building friendships, 
trying new things and having fun. 

Please register at girlguiding.org.uk to find out more.

1st Henfield Rainbows  Tuesday  4:00 - 5:15pm
2nd Henfield Rainbows  Monday  4:00 - 5:15pm
1st Henfield Brownies  Thursday  6:00 - 7:30pm
3rd Henfield Brownies  Tuesday  5:30 - 7:15pm
1st Henfield Guides  Wednesday 7:00 - 8:30pm
2nd Henfield Guides  Monday  6:30 - 8:00pm

THE CHILDREN’S CENTRE
Thursdays | 11-12.30 | Free Church Hall
Toy Library, information, advice and craft activities. 
Parents and carers are asked to remain with their 
child for this activity.

FAMILY EVENING
Fri 27 Apr (& every 4th Fri)| 6.30-8pm | Free Church Hall
Fun for families with children of all ages 

MESSY CHURCH
Fri 20 Apr (& every 3rd Fri)| 4.30 - 6pm | Fulking Village Hall
Call Chris 01273 857322 
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Henfield Byways | Wed 9 & 23 May | 10am | 2-3 miles | 1hr
Meet at Henfield Library, High Street, Henfield, 
BN5 9HN. No dogs 
Anne 01273 493671

Wiston/Steyning Downland Dog Walk
Sat 12 May | 9am | 2 miles | 1¼ hrs
Park in one of the Steyning car parks if possible.
Ann 01903 297553 or Hilary 01903 36862

COMMUNITY 

All welcome to guided, free, sociable, HDC walks 
led by trained volunteers.

No need to book, just turn-up at the start point.

SMALL ADVERTS

Contact: Jean Chamberlain 01273 492809 

Payment: Cash or cheque (Henfield PCC) to Jasmines Florist (labelled SMALL ADVERT) by 
Saturday before deadline (see page 27)  Price: All Adverts are just £3.00 for 15 words

STONEPIT NURSERY OPEN DAY - Sunday 13th May 10-00 5-30 for all your Summer Bedding Plants, 
Geraniums, Shrubs and Perenials. All day refreshments available.

HENFIELD’S COMPUTER HELPLINE - New/Used PCs, diagnosis/repair, virus removal, broadband, 
networking - free advice -01273 493585

WANTED FISHING TACKLE, BOOKS, STUFFED AND CHINA FISH - Any condition, Also books on 
country pursuits. Anything considered Tel: 01273 495530

TELEPHONE BROADBAND AND NETWORK POINTS FITTED - moved and repaired. Ex=BT. Gary 
01273 204698 or 0776 2225504 www.aa-telecom.co.uk

HORSHAM DISTRICT HEALTH WALKS - MAY

Steyning - 2 Mile Stroll | Tue 1 & 15 May | 11am | 1¼ hrs
Meet at Steyning Health Centre, Tanyard Lane.
BN44 3RJ (TQ176113). 
Ann 01903 297553 or Jacky 01903 815543

Henfield Community Transport
Henfield Bluebird Community Transport Minibus Timetable
Monday (including Bank Holidays) Shopping Trip to Holmbush, Shoreham (Tesco/M&S) and/or West 
Hove (Sainsburys) any week by request. Cost £6.00
Tuesday Minibus is available for hire or Dial a Ride, between 10.30am and 2pm. Competitive rates, 
price on application.
Thursday Morning ‘Freebus’ facility from Small Dole (from 10.40am) and Henfield outskirts (from 
11.05am) into Henfield High Street and return (to Small Dole at 12.50pm and to Henfield at 1.15pm). 
Cost: Free (funded by Henfield Parish Council) just flag us down.
Friday Dial-a-Ride between 10.30am and 2pm

To pre-book these services contact 01444 471919 the previous weekday before noon

ST BARNABAS HOSPICE OUTREACH PROJECT Thu 17 May | 10-2pm | Budgens Car Park, Henfield
St Barnabas Hospice Outreach special vehicle will be in the car park behind Knights Budgens in 
Henfield (Coopers Way) on Thu 17 May between 10am and 2pm. Please visit the St Barnabas 
website to view the timetable for this and other venues: 
www.stbh.org.uk/outreach or email HospiceOutreachProject@stbh.org.uk or call 01903 706357
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IN AND AROUND THE COUNTRYSIDE

TRAVELS OF A NIGHTINGALE
I know I have written about migration before, but it 
is something that is just so fascinating that I’m not 
going to apologise for re-visiting the subject again, 
especially as I have just come back from a trip 
to Morocco with some of my Henfield Birdwatch 
colleagues and experienced migration at first hand.
While on the edge of the desert we were in the 
gardens of one of the hotels we were staying 
at and amongst the vegetation a small bird was 
moving around the base of the trees and shrubs 
that was very hard to see, but eventually showed 
itself to be a nightingale. For us ‘Henfieldites’, 
this was rather poignant as we are very much 
associated with the nightingale population within 
our parish. Now, we had no way of knowing 
whether this little bird was going to end up around 
Henfield, but the romantic souls that we are, hoped 
that it might do! 
But, seeing this bird just reminded us that what an 
extremely difficult and hazardous journey millions 
of birds take to get to their northern hemisphere 
breeding grounds, having spent the summer on 
the African continent. Over the last 10 years, fitting 
a tiny satellite tag to nightingales has enabled 
researchers and conservationists to find out 
where our nightingales spend the winter and what 
routes they take both on their spring and autumn 
migrations. We now know that nightingales spend 
the winter months in West Africa, mainly in Senegal 
and Guinea-Bissau and it is only a relatively short 
time that they are there. Most of the year they are 
actually on the move.

Nightingale © Derek Middleton Sussex Wildlife Trust

One of the first nightingales that was fitted with 
one of geo-satellites while at their nest site in East 
Anglia (12th May 2010) left the site on the 25th 
July (following breeding), crossed the channel a 
week later. The satellite transmits regular signals 
so that the birds’ journey was tracked down to 
its’ wintering grounds where it didn’t arrive until 
mid-December. A journey of nearly five months. 
It then left its wintering grounds in Senegal for 
the return journey in early February and arrived 
back within 50 metres of where it was originally 
tagged in early May the previous year. This tiny 
bird, about the size of a robin, travelled about 6000 
miles, spending over nine months moving between 
its wintering and breeding grounds. That journey 
took it through various habitats, desert, crossing 
seas, barren farmland as well as sudden inclement 
weather, facing dangerous predators and even 
hunters, a truly remarkable achievement.
Other species we came across in Morocco that 
were making their way northwards and may end up 
in our parish included many swallows, which might 
well have started their journeys right down in South 
Africa. A few house martins passed overhead as 
well as swifts and a couple of wheatears. 
Seeing some of these familiar birds in unusual 
habitats and situations is actually quite humbling. 
We just got on an aircraft and in about four hours 
we were in Morocco, whereas for these birds their 
journey is full of danger and a big number of them 
never actually make it. 
MIKE RUSSELL
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TRANSPORT for AIRPORTS, DOCKS, 
EUROSTAR & BESPOKE JOURNEYS

1-8 PASSENGERS
bookings@corp-cars.co.uk

01273 833800

Woods Mill Wander After Dark
Thu 3 May | 7.45 - 9.45pm | Members only | Booking essential

Woods Mill Wander 
Fri 4 May | 10-noon | Members only | Booking essential

Dawn Chorus
Sat 5 May | 4.15-7am | Booking essential

Dawn Chorus
Sun 6 May | 4.15-7am | Booking essential

An evening with Nightingales
Thu 10 May | 7.30-10pm | Booking essential

Woods Mill Wander 
Fri 11 May | 10-noon | Members only | Booking essential

WOODS MILL COURSES & WALKS

To book please email membership@sussexwt.org.uk or call 
01273 497532

An Introduction to the Wild Flowers of Sussex
Sat 12 May | 10-4pm | Booking essential

Botanical Illustration - 3 day course
18-20 May | 10-4pm | Booking essential

An evening with Bats
Fri 18 May | 7.30-10pm | Booking essential

Mindfulness in Nature
Sat 19 May | 10-4pm | Booking essential

An Introduction to Herbal Medicine
Sat 26 May | 10-4pm | Booking essential
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TREE SURGERY  |  LOGS DELIVERED  |  FENCING  |  SOFT LANDSCAPING 
ALL ASPECTS OF GARDEN MAINTENANCE:

Hedge cutting, lawn mowing, jet washing, turfing, gutter clearance, painting of fences / 
sheds / furniture, and much much more. We deliver logs at competitive prices. 

Public Liability and Chainsaw Licence
 

Briggs Company 
Local Gardening Services, Tree Surgery & Logs

Call Nick on 07940 190559
briggscompanygardening@gmail.com | www.briggscompany.co.uk

find us on facebook @briggscompany



beechcroft
landscapes

beechcroft

landscapes
beechcroft
landscapes

beechcroft
landscapes

hard & soft landscaping 
fencing, planting
garden maintenance

Richard Blower
richblower@btinternet.com

01273 493 953
07808 857 019
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YOU SHOULD HAVE GONE LOCAL!
Your local professional Optician and Contact Lens specialist


